
I Mina′trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Gu åhan
APPOINTMENTS

DOCUMENT NO. APPOINTEE POSITION AGENCY APPT. DATE TERM LENGTH DATE REFERRED COMMITTEE
REFERRED

PUBLIC HEARING 
DATE

DATE COMMITTEE
REPORT FILED

SESSION 
DATE DATE CONFIRMED NOTES

37GL-23-0264 Monica Okada Guzman Member Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency 
(CAHA) 3/14/23 Four Years; January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2027

To fill the expired term of Francis J. Guerrero 3/20/23 Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts 5/4/23
8:00 a.m.

7/11/23
2:07 p.m.

Clerks Office
Page 1 of 1
2:09 PM  7/11/2023



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

June 15, 2023 

Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 

Speaker 

Mina'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

163 Chalan Santo Papa 

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

VIA: Honorable Chris Barnett 

Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Committee Report on the Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman 

Håfa adai Speaker Terlaje: 

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on the appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to 

serve as Member of the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency Board of Directors 

and which was referred to the Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts . 

Committee votes are as follows: 

________ TO DO CONFIRM 

________ TO NOT CONFIRM 

________ TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

________ TO ABSTAIN 

________ TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Si Yu'os ma'åse', 

Chris Barnett 

4

0

0

0

0 July 11, 2023 9:55 a.m.
           Kamarin Nelson



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Nomination of 

Monica Okada Guzman 
As a Member of the Guam Council on the Arts & 

Humanities Agency Board of Directors for a term of Four 

Years; January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2027 to fill the 

unexpired term of Francis J. Guerrero. 

 

by Senator Chris Barnett 
 



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

June 14, 2023 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts 

From: Senator Chris Barnett 

Committee Chairperson 

Subject: Committee Report on the Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman 

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on Monica Okada Guzman 

to serve as Member of Board of Directors of the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities 

Agency.  

This report includes the following: 

• Copy of COR Referral of the Appointment

• Copy of the Appointment Letter to the Speaker

• Copy of Appointment Packet & Supporting Documents

• Notices of Public Hearing & Other Correspondence

• Copy of the Public Hearing Agenda

• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet

• Copies of Submitted Testimonies & Supporting Documents

• Committee Vote Sheet
• Committee Report Digest

Please take the appropriate action on the attached vote sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 

appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Si Yu'os ma'åse' 



COMMITTEE ON RULES 
Senator Chris Barnett, Chairperson 
I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

37th Guam Legislature 

March 20, 2023 

To: RennaeVanessa C. Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature  

Attorney Darleen Hiton  

Legislative Legal Counsel 

From: Senator Chris Barnett  

Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Subject: Referral of Appointment 

Håfa Adai yan Biba Guåhan! 

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and subject to §9.01, Rule IX of 

our Standing Rules, I am forwarding the referral of the following appointment: 

Appointee: Monica Okada Guzman 

Position: Member 

Term Length: Four Years; January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2027 

To fill the expired term of Francis J. Guerrero 

Please refer the following document: 

“Doc. No. 37GL-23-0264 – Office of the Governor – Appointment and Supporting Documents for 

Monica Okada Guzman, Member, Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency (CAHA).” 

Ensure the appointment is referred to the Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts 

chaired by Senator Chris Barnett. I also request that the same be forwarded to Management 

Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Joaquin ‘Quin’ P. Taitague, 

Committee on Rules Director at 671-472-2461. 
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 27, 2023 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

From: Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 

Re: FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing: Thursday, May 4, 2023 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts will conduct a series of public hearings 

on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public Hearing Room in the Guam Congress 

Building.  

The agenda is as follows: 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

If you are interested in participating in the Public Hearing to provide testimony, please contact the 

Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett via electronic mail at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org or (671) 969-3586 no later than May 3, 2023 for further 

guidance. 

-- 

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117) and stream 

online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent via email at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in compliance with Title 

II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested parties require assistance or special 

accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” 

Barnett at (671) 969-3586 or via email at malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 
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9:;�<=>?>@�A>@BC�D>E>F>GHBI>J�KL>M�N:N9O:P9QN:NQ;RS:T�UTVWXYZ[VYWT�\T[YY[�VW�]T̂[_̀WYaZWV�baĉWVdeffTYY[[�eV�ghaiWYTeVj�kal̀Ti�\Wm[Ynj�WVh�Ŷ[�oZY_pqprsqtsqp�uvwxyz�yx{|wv�}~������������������~��7�



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 2, 2023 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

From: Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 

Re: SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing: Thursday, May 4, 2023 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts will conduct a series of public hearings 

on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public Hearing Room in the Guam Congress 

Building.  

The agenda is as follows: 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

If you are interested in participating in the Public Hearing to provide testimony, please contact the 

Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett via electronic mail at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org or (671) 969-3586 no later than May 3, 2023 for further 

guidance. 

-- 

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117) and stream 

online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent via email at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in compliance with Title 

II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested parties require assistance or special 

accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” 

Barnett at (671) 969-3586 or via email at malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

April 26, 2023 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail 

Re: Notice of Confirmation Hearing – May 4, 2023 

Håfa adai Ms. Guzman: 

Congratulations on your appointment as Member of the Guam Council on the Arts and 

Humanities Agency Board of Directors.

This letter is to notify you that the Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts 

has scheduled a Confirmation Hearing for your appointment on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 

am. The hearing will take place in the public hearing room of the Guam Congress Building.  

You are welcome to invite your family members and members of the community to submit written 

testimony or provide oral testimony in support of your confirmation.  

Written testimony should be submitted to our office on or before May 3, 2023 and may be sent via 

email to malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. We look forward to your reply.  

Si Yuʹos maʹåseʹ, 

Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

Public Hearing  

Public Hearing Room – Guam Congress Building 

Thursday, May 4, 2023 

AGENDA 

8:00 am 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

--  

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 

117) and stream online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s YouTube live feed. 





Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

COMMITTEE VOTE SHEET 

Nomination of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as a Member of the Board of Directors of 

the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency for a term of Four Years; January 1, 

2023 to December 31, 2027 to fill the unexpired term of Francis J. Guerrero. 

SIGNATURE/ 

DATE OF 

SIGNATURE 

TO DO 

CONFIRM 

TO NOT 

CONFIRM 

TO 

REPORT 

OUT 

ONLY 

TO 

ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE 

IN 

INACTIVE 

FILE 

Senator Chris Barnett 

Chairperson 

Senator Christopher M. Dueñas 

Vice Chairperson 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 

Member 

Senator Sabina F. Perez 

Member 

Senator Joe S. San Agustin 

Member 

Senator Joanne M. Brown 

Member 

Senator Thomas J. Fisher 

Member 

06/15/23

E-VOTE
06/15/23

E-VOTE
07/11/23

E-VOTE
06/15/23
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Senator Darrel Christopher Barnett <malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org>

URGENT REQUEST for E-vote: Monica Okada Guzman (CAHA BOD)
Office of Senator Joanne M. Brown <office@senatorjoannebrown.com> Tue, Jul 11, 2023 at 11:56 AM
To: Senator Darrel Christopher Barnett <malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org>

Håfa Adai,

To Do Confirm.

Very Respectfully,

Tracey Aguerro
Office Manager
Office of Senator Joanne M. Brown | I Mina' Trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (37th Guam Legislature)
120 Father Dueñas Avenue
Capitol Plaza Building, Suite 103
Hagåtña, Guam 96932
Telephone: (671) 647-1409 

Hafa Adai!  Except with respect to public records exempt from disclosure by express provisions of the law,
please be advised that, as an official office of the Legislative Branch of the Government of Guam, this electronic
communication, is subject to the laws, rules and regulations governing the Sunshine Reform Act, and any other
processes and procedures carried out in the spirit of an open and transparent government.
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts convened a public hearing on the 

appointment of Monica Okada Guzman on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public 

Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. The appointment history is as follows: 

• Appointment by i Maga’håga Guåhan on Mach 14, 2023 for Four (4) Years from

January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2027.

• Appointment packet forwarded to I Liheslatura on March 17, 2023; and

• Appointment packet forwarded to this Committee on March 20, 2023.

Public Notice Requirements 

Public Hearing notices were disseminated via e-mail to all senators and all main media 

broadcasting outlets on Thursday, April 27, 2023 (5-Day Notice), and again on Tuesday, 

May 2, 2023 (48-Hour Notice). 

Senators Present 

Chairperson Chris Barnett 

Vice-Chairperson Christopher M. Dueñas 

Committee Member Joanne M. Brown 

Committee Member Thomas J. Fisher 

Senator Telo T. Taitague 

Attendees 

Monica Okada Guzman, Nominee 

Judith Won Pat, Acting Superintendent – Guam Department of Education 

Evangeline Cepeda, Chairperson – Guam Academy Charter School Council 

Christine Baleto – National Small Business Association Leadership Council 

Sandra Flores, Director – Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Council  

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The public hearing was Called-to-Order at 8:10 AM.

Senator Chris Barnett, Chairman - The Committee on Education, Public Safety and

the Arts: Good morning Guam. Håfa Adai. Buenas, Manana si Yu’os. On this Thursday

morning, this public hearing conducted by the Committee on Education, Public Safety, and

the Arts is called to order at 8:10 CHamoru Standard Time. Notice of the hearing was

disseminated to all local media outlets on April 27th, 2023, with a second notice provided



on May 2nd, 2023. Notice of the hearing was also made known on the Guam Legislature's 

website and the government of Guam Public Notices portal. This morning, the committee 

is holding a public hearing to hear and accept testimony on the appointment of the 

following members of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of 

Directors, Monica Okada Guzman, to serve as member. Rolando Cepeda to serve as Visual 

Arts representative, and Simone Bollinger to serve as literature representative upon a 

conclusion of those appointments, we'll take a five-minute recess before we hear and accept 

testimony on Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as member of the Guam Academy Charter 

Schools Council. Christine Baleto to serve as a private business representative in an upper-

level management position on the Guam Education Board of Directors, and Margarita 

Felicitas B. Angel as the retired teacher or school administrator of GDOE representative 

on the Guam Education Board of Directors. I'd like to welcome my colleagues joining us 

today, including my Vice Chair, Senator Chris Duenas and also Senator Tom Fisher. 

Before we begin, I'd like to go over the general rules of conduct. No pulling hair, biting, 

individuals testifying shall first be recognized by the chair before speaking and state their 

name for record keeping purposes. Questions and testimony shall be confined to the 

substance or nature of the agenda. Personal inference as to the character or motive of any 

senator or individual testifying is not permitted. The chairperson of the committee may 

order the removal from a hearing any member of I Liheslaturan Guahan who fails to 

observe proper decorum, pursuant to the 37th Guam Legislature’s Standing Rules, any 

violation of this general rule of conduct will result in the removal from the hearing by the 

host. We'll now proceed with discussions on the appointment of Ms. Monica Okada 

Guzman, to serve as member of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Board of 

Directors. We'll begin with those present, here to present testimony on Ms. Okada 

Guzman's behalf before we hear from the appointee herself. So is there anyone here to 

testify on Monica's behalf? If not, then - Okay. Come on up. And ma'am, before you begin 

your testimony, please just state your name for the record.  

Evangeline M. Cepeda, Chairperson - Guam Academy Charter School Council: 

Good morning, Buenas. My name is Evangeline M. Cepeda. I, you can call me Vangie. I 

don't have anything prepared, but when I saw Monica, she's a dear friend of mine. I've 

known her for many years. I’d like to say I am in support of her, of this. She is a 

hardworking woman. She understands the whole arts. And I wanna just say that she's 

very passionate about stuff like this. She's always been this way. I mean, she's a really 

sweet, humble, but she can be feisty and fights for what she believes in. And I'm here this 

morning to give her full support. And I hope this body before me is going to give her the 

support to nominate her to this particular thing that on or will like to remain on the board. 

I think she's done an excellent job. And if you know Monica, everything she does from 

start to finish, she's done it with everything that she has. I mean just look at her history, 

she is impeccably hardworking. And she's dedicated. And I'm here to say that please 

senators, please give her your support. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, ma'am. I don't know who got to the table first. Acting 

superintendent, please proceed, thank you. 



Judith T. Won Pat, Acting Superintendent - Guam Department of Education: Buenas 

and Håfa Adai. Thank you so very much for holding this confirmation. And I'm going to 

do this a little bit different. Oh, by the way, I am Judith Won as a private citizen of Guam

in, this particular case. I just wanna say that I wanna thank you rather, because before you 

are really fantastic strong, dynamic women that you're going to confirm for the various 

agencies. You would never find anybody as accomplished as these women that will come 

before you. And I say this primarily because I have worked with them personally, for many 

years that I've been in the legislature and in my private life. So you would not make a 

mistake. They would definitely contribute to the different departments and agencies and 

the boards that they're going to be serving in. And of course, I like to say that I worked 

with Monica as well, and I know her. She is definitely very passionate about the arts. I also 

know Vangie because I used to work with her when I was the CEO for GAX. And she was 

the chairperson of the charter council and this lovely woman to my left, and I will do a 

disclosure, she is my niece and I totally support her. I know she's been very successful in 

the private sector. She was also very successful in the Government of Guam at the time 

when she was the director of DOA. And I know that she's going to bring a wealth of her 

personal experience in finance and business to the Department of Education. And last but 

not least, also for Ms. Feli Angel who's also going to be a board member. She's already 

started to work with our students, so she's a definite, you know, additional list to our board 

of education. I hope I didn't miss anybody. Was there a fifth person?  

Chairman Barnett: One shot. That's good. 

Superintendent Won Pat: That's it. Esta I support all these. We have one shot, 

only because I have to go to a meeting now at the governor's office. Thank you very 

much.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Acting Sup. All right. One and done. Christine? 

Christine Baleto - National Small Business Association Leadership Council: Yes. 

Håfa Adai, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. I'm actually here for my own 

confirmation hearing, but upon meeting Monica when I walked in, I felt compelled to also 

offer testimony in support of her confirmation. I've known Monica, believe it or not, for 

over 30 years from the time that I started at Sanctuary. She was heavily involved in 

community service even during that time and has continued to do so throughout her career. 

She's always been passionate, hardworking, and committed to whatever endeavor that she 

has taken on. And even as of late she helped start a small business training and development 

program that I know personally, people who have benefited from it. So, you know, 

throughout her career, everything that she's done, the product, the achievements have been 

evident and so I fully support her and hope that the committee does so as well. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you ma'am. Sandy? 

Sandra S. Flores, Executive Director - Guam Council on The Arts and Humanities 

Agency: Thank you, Senator Barnett. Thank you to the Guam Legislature for allowing us 

to give comments on this. I'm Sandra S. Flores, the director of Guam CAHA, and I wanted 

to provide testimony and support of Monica Okada Guzman. Monica has been a, has a long 



history as a promoter of the arts. She is executive director of the Guam Unique Merchandise 

and Art Organization, which works with artists to bring their products to market. And I feel 

this is a great testimony to her commitment to the success of the arts and entrepreneurship 

on Guam. She is a former board member of CAHA, in fact, a former chair. I've worked 

with her in her programs over the years. We work well together and she's very experienced 

in all the aspects of the agency's function, and so I wanted to just provide my support and 

say that her nomination would provide continuity and support for the agency. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Thank you, Sandy. Mr. Suzuki, are you going to testify 

in support or of Ms. Monica?  

Chairman Barnett: Now we'd like to hear from the appointee if there's no one else to

testify. Okay. Good morning ma'am. So I guess, I guess we'd just like to first give you the 

floor if you have a prepared statement to read, and then we'll turn it over to the committee 

for questions. Thank you. And good morning. 
Monica Okada-Guzman, Nominee – Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency 

Board of Directors: Good morning, manana si Yu’os and Håfa adai to Senator Barnett. 

Senator Fisher and Senator Duenas, and of course, the members of the Committee on 

Education, Public Safety and the Arts. Thank you for allowing me to be here this

morning and for the opportunity to provide testimony to serve on the Board of Directors 

of the Guam Council on Arts and the Humanities. I would also like to thank Governor 

Lou Leon Guerrero and Lieutenant Governor Joshua Tenorio for this appointment. The 

arts and culture have always been important to me as the daughter of a Chamorro teacher, 

I grew up watching my mom prepare her lesson plans and making empanada and bunelos
for her students. The passion and love for her work and our Chamorro language and 

culture was evident in everything she did growing up. I have always been surrounded by 

art entrepreneurs. Many of them are my best friends who share the many joys and 

challenges they have with their art. I have grown to understand the uniqueness of our 

culture and how the arts can express who we are at any given moment in time. Together, 

art and culture are dynamic and fulfilling manifestations of our community. I was 

fortunate to have served on the CAHA board as chair from 2007 to. 2016 during my 

tenure, we had an active percent of the arts program. Our traditional masters were 

recognized, and we hosted the 12th Festival of Pacific Arts in 2016. Today, seven years 

later, CAHA is preparing Guam's delegation to hope to the 13th Festival in Honolulu next 

year. The agency has new offices in a gallery, and it has developed regional partnerships 

that expands the collective consciousness of our arts and culture. The mandate to serve 

our growing artisan and cultural communities remains a core priority for CAHA, and 

with the use of technology, we can reach a greater number of artists and cultural 

practitioners to continue providing them with support. The limited CAHA staff is an 

incredible team that is committed to the growth and development of the arts and culture 

in Guam and will continue to move forward. Covid19 had serious impacts in our 

community, especially in the area of our mental and spiritual health. There are many 

studies that report increased anxiety and depression among young adults experiencing 

pandemic related consequences. On our small island like or like ours, these impacts are 

even more pronounced. I have always been a believer that art therapy can help people 

manage stress and can reduce anxiety and depression through artistic expression, or even 

just being 



exposed to the arts. This along with emphasis on creative aging among our manamko and 

our veterans, is a good start in uplifting some of the most vulnerable sectors in our 

community, if confirmed to serve on the board of directors, I commit to using my skills 

and resources to elevate our community of artists and cultural practitioners raise the 

awareness of the value of arts, and most importantly, inspire our community and our people 

and help express their aspirations. I hope you will give me the opportunity to serve once 

again on the board of Directors of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities. Si 
Yu'os Ma'ase and I welcome any questions. I would also like to take this opportunity to

provide support to Ms. Simone Bollinger and Mr. Rollie Zepeda in their confirmation 

also to serve on the board. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank, thank you. Monica I guess the, I had a couple questions. What 

I wanted to first ask do you have any plans or do you believe that we should expand our 

traditional master's program to include maybe different disciplines or. Or do you feel there 

are any individuals or practices that we may have overlooked or we need to add to this 

great program? 

Ms. Guzman: I believe that the master's program in itself is to recognize traditional 

masters. And I think that's a very critical part in preserving our culture and other genres. 

Like for example, contemporary arts or contemporary dance and all that stuff can be 

recognized in other forms, but to recognize our masters should be with traditional arts, 

traditional and cultural arts. That's what I believe.  

Chairman Barnett: Well, thank you. Would you be open to opening up the nomination 

process for traditional masters? Because you know, just going around the island, I hear 

from a lot of different people. For example, there's a family I know that their grandfather 

was a very accomplished fisherman and he would when the Japanese came, he would, he 

was, you know, to go and fish for the Japanese and dis guy's legendary fisherman skill, that 

kind of thing. Or would you be open to opening up the nomination process? If that's how 

it works, or could you also maybe explain how it works?  

Ms. Guzman: Absolutely. It's been I believe the last masters that were recognized was in. 

Before FestPac, I can't remember if it was 2014 or 2015, the current law states that you 

open nominations, I think it's one per year or four in a four-year span. I believe it's time we 

are losing our masters. At one point there was over 100 masters that were recognized. Now 

we're down to, I would say, maybe under 20. So it's really important that we move quickly 

to recognize those that are still with us so that they can continue in that preservation of 

that art form. I know that board member, Frank Rabon has been working very hard to

continue the program and he as the first recognized Master of Chamorro dance has very

has a lot of experience and knowledge on, on that process. And I think he's done a lot of 

work and yes, I agree. We should definitely open nominations like asap.  

Chairman Barnett: What about permanent home for CAHA? I honestly believe that we 

should have a permanent home for CAHA. And I, I know that one of the challenges is 

identifying property. It would be great if we could identify property in Hagåtña. And then 

also working with other agencies that may be able to provide funding or support to build a 

permanent office and a gallery befitting of our artists. I know that CAHA has kind of 



pivoted a little bit from visual to performing arts, right. With the recent arrival of the 

dancers and stuff. In what ways do you think we can expand CAHA to recognize and share 

other kind of art disciplines with the public?  

Ms. Guzman: Currently the council receives funding from the National Endowment of the 

Arts, and I think that's matched also with local funding. And they have a part of that funding 

is used to provide grants to our artists and our practitioners utilizing some of those funds 

to recognize other genres would help in promoting those artistic disciplines. The visual 

arts, the literary arts, the traditional arts, the performing arts are all genres that need to be 

recognized having exhibitions and demonstrations also at the various fairs and festivals 

will also help in uplifting those artists.  

Chairman Barnett: I know that you have a good relationship with the Director Ms. Sandy. 

So can you just share with me before I turn it over to my colleagues, what are some of the 

ideas that the director has on our plate that you are interested in pursuing if you're 

confirmed to the board?  

Ms. Guzman: I attended the last couple of CAHA board meetings, and there was a 

program that that both that the director really wanted to execute. And that was the Mariana's 

Island International the Meet Off Mariana's International Dance Festival. And that was 

funded with corporate support and also with some funding that they received from the 

Western State Arts Federation. Those kinds of collaborations with other organizations to 

bring artists and from other countries to Guam will certainly help to expose our local artists 

to what's happening in the world. So that was one program that they did, and it just 

concluded last weekend. 

Chairman Barnett: Okay. Thank you Monica. I'd like to also recognize Senator Telo 

Taitague. Good morning and wanna recognize the vice chair Senator Chris Duenas for any 

questions he may have. Senator. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas: Si Yu'os Ma'ase, Mr. Chairman and Monica, welcome

back. Thank you. I think that this is a wonderful appointment and I thank the governor 

and Lieutenant Governor for making this appointment. You certainly have the 

experience. You brought out some early who's who to testify for you, and this is a little 

earlier hearing than we normally have, so I think that speaks well of you. Monica, I just 

got one question and I'm probably going to give you an opportunity to boast a little bit 

here. I know you're not a boastful person, but the great program that you're operating now 

GUMA. And one of the things when the tourist folks, we've been going over a number of 

hearings and one of the things that we talked about in a confirmation hearing for Robert 

Hoffman is, you know, once again, we see our exit survey every time, and it always talks 

about culture and the need for our culture and cultural experiences. And I mentioned that, 

you know, in your presentation to many senators what you've presented under GUMA is 

the ability to build homegrown businesses throughout the villages around the island. So 

hopefully when we get that robust tourism again that's going out and out of Tumon and

around the island I just wanted you to give an opportunity to talk about how these 

programs actually more than likely marry and can continue to make CAHA proliferate 

more by more cultural arts 



artisans. And growing that at a grassroots level and why that experience and your 

experience will bring much needed input in the board.  

Ms. Guzman: Thank you. Senator Duenas. GUMA, Guam Merchandising and Art is a 

non-profit organization. We're 10 years old this year, and it was actually born of the desire 

to assist and support our artists and cultural practitioners in, in their business plans. We 

started out with a partnership with DFS and then we went out and got some grants so that 

we can provide intradural entrepreneurial training and mentoring to our artisans and 

cultural producers. Since then we have received additional grants and some funding and 

thank you to the legislature for appropriating some funds to GUMA. With that money, we 

went into the villages all 19 villages and we conducted home-based training to over 200 

participants that came to each of the village trainings. We've had our goal under that grant 

was to have 115 home base business licensed. We've exceeded that grant or that goal. 

And with the appropriation that we received from the legislature, we've probably given,

we've given out about 67 micro-credit grants to folks that have completed the program. 

And there's another 40 that are in the trench. So, with that funding, we're probably going 

to exhaust it in July. And every single penny of that that appropriation has gone to our 

home base businesses. Our training and mentoring program that we're doing right now is 

a 16-week program. We partnered with the Small Business Development Center. We had 

over a hundred people sign up for the training. Right now we're in week 13. We'll soon be 

graduating. We estimate probably about 80, 85 participants from that program. Once they 

complete the program, they can apply for incubator funding pro you know, providing a 

business plan prototypes of whatever their products are. And then that will be reviewed by 

a panel. So far in the training and incubator program, we've funded 37 incubators. 

Businesses like Gourmet Guam, like Leaf, like Latitude 13, Tao Pacific Designs, Fu’una

cultures. I wish I could re memorize all 37 businesses, but, you know, businesses that are 

doing well with a little bit of funding and support that we have provided to them. And I'd 

just like to thank the people of Guam, our partners for believing in the program. And I just 

wanna say that initially we require that everyone that came through our program be a 

member of CAHA. You know, since then we've expanded the program to include other 

businesses besides cultural , but the majority of the businesses that we're supporting now 

are artisans and creatives. I just had to bring that once again to light, because I know this 

past Christmas season, a lot of the features at DFS and the like, you know, I know that 

many media outlets did a lot of, you know, showcasing of products, local artisans who have 

been able to monetize their product. You know, I hearken back to a good friend of ours 

Simeon Palomo known to us as Moni, his beautiful art that he makes with all the natural 

resources of Guam. I know many artists they normally are not in because of their nature. 

They're not there to monetize their product. But then I, it really is organic a lot of times 

because it's people who love their work so much and say, I got to pay you, I got to 

compensate you for that work and that effort that you put in. Even at ECA Gardens. Now, 

I always told him, I said, that has to be a tour attraction. And he's like, no. Go back. I don't 

wanna monetize, you know, something that I love, right? But I mean, when you see CCA 

Gardens and you see a lot of the Chamorro people that are really, you know, they love

their island and they want to continue to do something after retirement. He's not 

monetizing it. But the fact of the matter is that, you know, that this, that's why I'm so 

grateful that you accepted the challenge and that I think CAHA will continue to grow. 

And once again, 



individuals who have a chance to make the connection between GUMA and CAHA and 

the ability to have seed money to make their dreams come true, you know, after they've 

gotten all their artists qualities under, you know, going, but then also realize, wow, I can 

make a living doing this too and help my family. 

Senator Duenas: Si Yu’os ma’åse. So you certainly have my support and look forward 

to voting and the affirmative for your confirmation. Thank you for being willing to serve. 

Once again, Monica.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Senator Duenas. Senator Fisher? 

Senator Fisher: Thank you Chair. I don't have any questions. Ms. Guzman, I would echo 

what both Chris, I guess have said. And I look forward to voting for you. Thank you. Thank 

you for your service. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Senator Fisher. Senator Taitague. 

Senator Telo T. Taitague: Good morning Mr. Chair and good morning to everyone that's 

here. Monica, it's always good to see you. You're one busy woman, I tell you, but you 

know, I appreciate you wanting to continue to serve to our community and provide your 

definitely institutional knowledge in every aspect of me. You've been on many boards and 

there's no doubt you're highly qualified. The only concern I have here with regards to 

your nomination is just a conflict of interest on any awards or anything. CAHA. May be

awarding because you do have your hand in like a nonprofit organization. Do you see any 

conflicts at all in what you have, because you do own GOI Group. GOI is a considered a 

company that goes out for grants, you know, provide things like that. So is there, do you 

see any conflict at all?  

Ms. Guzman: Absolutely not. I think the work that we're doing with GUMA is col is works 

hand in hand with what CAHA is doing, and it can be a very good partnership and 

collaboration. GUMA in the early days we did apply for CAHA grants, but we have not 

applied for a CAHA grant in like the last five or six years.  

Senator Taitague: Is there any stipulation in CAHA's bylaws or guidance on if a board 

member relieves their duty or no longer a board member?  

Ms. Guzman: There's a certain amount of years they have to wait before obtaining a grant 

from CAHA. I would imagine that it's just the standard one year. I think I'm not sure about 

one year.  

Senator Taitague: One year? Yeah, so Monica FestPac is next year, FestPac pack, huge.

It's going to be in Hawaii and there's going to be a lot of money that's going to be needed 

for that to send to our group to Hawaii. And I was wondering what is your take on, what's 

your position in CAHA? Are you going to be taking a huge role in this considering you 

do have the expertise in many FestPacs, actually. So what do you foresee this coming

FestPac next year?  



Ms. Guzman: Well, I am the governor appointed me to chair the 2020 FestPac committee. 

And I've already started meeting with the genre chairs. They had determined prior to my 

meeting with them CAHA had determined that the delegation that was supposed to 

participate in 2020 would still participate in 2024. So what CAHA is doing now is they're 

reaching out to the delegates to confirm if there's still an interest in their participation. 

We're just at the beginning of the planning for it. And we're hoping that perhaps by August 

have a delegation that we could announce to the people of Guam.  

Senator Taitague: And how much does CAHA have in their coffer as far as funding for 

this upcoming FestPac? I understand that for 2020 there was a legislative appropriation to 

utilize some of the percent of the arts money to assist with funding Guam's delegation to 

Hawaii. What is that percentage and do you know that amount?  

Ms. Guzman: I believe the appropriation back then was for $350,000. And so that's 

another thing that that we're doing now is we're revising the budget and if we don't need to 

use all of that money, then of course we won't. But the current appropriation has 350,000.  

Senator Taitague: And that's how much you have in the account currently? 

Ms. Guzman: Right now for FestPac for next year, yes. 

Senator Taitague: Okay. Are you planning on any kind of fundraiser? Because usually

the delegations, you know, get together and do a fundraiser for their tickets and stuff? 

Ms. Guzman: So, I think the first thing that we need to do is you know, reach out to 

corporate sponsors to see if they can assist in any of the needs of the delegation, and of 

course there will be fundraisers.  

Senator Taitague: Okay. When is the first meeting for, excuse me, for FestPac? The 

starting of FestPac and organizing. 

Ms. Guzman: Organizing the I've had two meetings so far and I, if I remember correctly 

the committee meeting is the third Thursday of the month at three o'clock at the CAHA 

Gallery.

Senator Taitague: At the office, Okay. Do you know, third Thursday, is it open to the public?

Ms. Guzman: Yes, Of course.

Senator Taitague: So in the, you know, there was a bill introduced I believe, in the 35th 

Guam legislature, ensuring that funding for CAHA is you know, is still there. I mean, 

people tend to want to dip into somebody else's funding source and take it for a while. And 

I was always concerned about CAHA being raided, you know? And I know that there's a 

certain percent percentage. Are you familiar with the law of taxes that are levied toward 

CAHA?  



Ms. Guzman: The which law? 

Senator Taitague: The, there's legislation that actually, well, it's already been in the books 

that a certain percentage of taxes goes to CAHA. Are you familiar with that?  

Ms. Guzman: If you're referring to the percent of the arts Legislation.And that is 1% of any 
construction on any government building. Over $100,000, 1% goes to the arts. And then that also 
includes any tax breaks that GEDA gives as far as the qualifying certificate. Then 1% of that 
construction costs will go to the arts. 

Senator Taitague: Have you ever served on CAHA before?

Ms. Guzman: Yes. 

Senator Taitague: How long ago was that? 

Ms. Guzman: I served on CAHA from 2007 to 2016. I'd just like to point out that a lot of 

the art that is here in, in the Congress building that is hanging in the walls was actually a 

result of the percent of the arts program.  

Senator Taitague: So you have served on CAHA for nine years, and then you've taken a 

break for how long? 

Ms. Guzman: Seven.

Senator Taitague: Seven years. So nine. And you're back. Okay. Well, you can see the

changes that CAHA made or may not have made, you know, and I hope that your term 

will bring some, like I said, institutional knowledge that you have, but also bring some 

new ideas to CAHA on raising funding for this really important agency. And I wish you 

the very best. And good luck and please keep me abreast about FestPac. I'm very 

interested in that. You know, I've worked on it before when I was at GVB, so I'm looking 

forward to being a part of that too as well. So, good luck to you and of course to the 

CAHA staff. Thank you so much for all your hard work and continuing to promote the 

culture and heritage of our island. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Senator Taitague. Senator Brown? 

Senator Joanne M. Brown: You're lucky you're here this morning. Not yesterday 

afternoon. I don't have a lot of questions. I mean, Monica Guzman, and I go back. I was 

just calculating cause said, oh, how many years? 34 years, Monica. Oh my God. Since we 

worked together in the a Blas administration, boy time flies by. I mean, I, you have an 

impressive resume and you're very committed to what you do and you do a lot of things, 

but I think definitely you're passionate about the arts on Guam and promoting it and 

encouraging that creativity and people around you is really wonderful. So, no questions 

from me. You have my support and I appreciate your efforts cause I know you're very busy. 

But to make this time to do what you're passionate about, I think is wonderful. And I think 

we're all going to benefit from it in the community. So you got my support and I wish you 

well in, in your upcoming term. Thank you very much.  



Ms. Guzman: Thank you, Senator. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Senator Brown. Any other testimony for Ms. Monica? If 

not that concludes this portion of the hearing. Thank you again. Thank you.  Thank you.  I 

know we said we were going to take a five-minute break, but if we're all CAHA, let's go 

ahead. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Senator Brown. Thank you, Senator Brown. Thank you 

Simone, for your testimony. And if there's no further testimony, we'll consider the 

appointments of Miss Monica Okada Guzman, and Simone Baller Bollinger duly heard. 

Sorry. Have ever been saying it wrong all this time. Okay. Bollinger, right? So we'll 

consider the points of the two ladies duly heard. And we'll schedule another hearing for 

Mr. Rollie Zepeda, who we weren't able to get ahold of here today. So, again, this, that 

concludes this portion of the public hearing we're going to take is it okay if we take a five-

minute recess real quick and then we'll go ahead and hear the other appointments on the 

agenda? Thank you. 

And if there's no more testimony to be heard committee on Education, Public Safety and 

the Arts will continue to accept testimony on all of the appointments we heard this morning. 

You can drop your testimony off here at the Guam Congress Hall or email it to 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. That's M A L A F U N K S H U N at 

guamlegislature.org. This concludes this hearing of the Committee on Education and 

Public Safety on the Arts at 10:45. Chamorro standard time. Esta. 

The public hearing was adjourned at 10:45 AM. 

III. FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

All discussion and testimony presented to and received by the Committee affirm the

support for the appointment of Monica Okada Guzman as a member of the Board of

Directors of the Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency.

The Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts hereby reports on the

appointment of Monica Okada Guzman as a member of the Board of Directors of the Guam

Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency for Four (4) Years from January 1, 2023 to

December 31, 2027 with the recommendation TO DO CONFIRM.
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